Naturalistic  Tendency m Education         573
an education which was the unhampered development of
these native powers or capacities. Hence the consciou?
process of instruction must be based upon a study of this
native equipment, these natural instincts and interests, and
the resulting activities. There grew out from this, especially
in connection with the work of Pestalozzi, Herbart, and
Froebel, the most important and most fruitful development
in the whole history of education. The fundamental idea of
this tendency in educational thought derived from Rousseau
is that education is a natural process, starting from natural
instincts and tendencies to action, guided by principles de-
rived from the study of the child mind in development and
the adult mind in its functionings. Thus from Rousseau
comes the psychological tendency in education.
In a similar way Rousseau's teaching that the educational
material should be the facts and phenomena of nature, that
it should consist chiefly in afi inquiry into nature's laws, and
should be through an intimate, fearless, and constant associa-
tion with nature rather than-fnan, is the basis for the scien-
tific tendency in modern education. This is not to say that
Rousseau's personal or literary influence is responsible for
the development of science and of scientific education during
the nineteenth century, but that his teachings did lay an edu-
cational basis for this tendency and did exert a very material
influence in furthering it.
Finally, in Rousseau's teaching that education should aim
to develop the virtues of the primitive man, or at least what
he considered to be his virtues, that it should prepare the
individual to live in a society wherein each should contribute
by his own labor to his own support, should be bound by
sympathy to all his fellow-men and by benevolence to all that
needed his aid, he laid the foundation for, or at least influ-
enced the development of, the sociological tendency in educa-
tion. In his individualism he clearly emphasized the idea of
a social education of a new type. In his emDhasis on tbs